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to the cruelties such as are mentioned in the letter I have re-
produced. We seem to think that we have fully carried out the
doctrine of ahimsa so long as we do not actually kill. In m>
opinion, this is a travesty of ahimsa. Every act of injury to a
living creature and every endorsement of such act by refraining
from non-violent effort wherever possible to prevent it is a breach
of ahimsa. Here there is work for religious organizations that
would be faithful to their convictions to conduct a crusade against
cruelties to lower animals practised in the cities. The change
from the yoke to the harness is undoubtedly desirable.
A KHADDAR-GLAD HIGH SCHOOL
Dr. P. B. Datta of Chittagong sends the following interesting
report1 of a High School in which all boys and teachers have
been using khaddar for the last four years.
BERAR IN 1897
Major R. V. Garrett writing in 1897 in his monograph on
cotton fabrics in the Hyderabad Assigned Districts says:
Berar is famous for its cotton, but certainly not for its cotton
fabrics, which are limited for the most part to common cloths of rough
and inferior quality, and used by the poorer classes only. (p. 1)
Spinning is carried on all over the provinces and is not confined
to any particular castes or localities, (p. 1)
One woman cannot spin more than 1 Ib. of country yarn a week, the
value of which is eight annas; about half this sum represents the intrinsic
value of a week's spinning. The work is, however, undertaken as afford-
ing domestic employment for the women during their leisure hours at
home. (p. 2.)
What was true of Berar in 1897 is still more true now. For
the infatuation for the sale of raw cotton grown in Berar is so
great that the women have left the spinning-wheel and there is not
much hand-spun yarn woven in Berar. Indeed if Berar could be
made truly industrial, not a pound of cotton need leave Berar
except in the finished state of khadi manufactured in the cottages
of the villagers without in any way interfering with their other
occupations.
1 Not reproduced here; it gave an account of the complete adoption of
khaddar by Durgapur High School, Chittagong, and its wholesome influence
on surrounding villages. The report also narrated the agricultural activities of
the school and its plans to have a goshala and a workshop.